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The status and conservation strategy of pangolin resource in China

WU Shi-Bao'? MA Guang-Zhi* TANG Mei* CHEN Hai* LIU Nai-Fa'
(1. School of Life Science, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China; 2. Zhanjiang Normal College, Zhanjiang 524048, China;
3. South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510000, China; 4. Maoming Forest Bureau, Maomin 525000, China)

Abstract: In this paper, a brief introduction is given to the resource types, geographic distribu-
tion,resource value and price,international and domestic trade situation of pangolins in the world,
with the focus on the resource status quo of pangolin in China,the causes for its decline,and
protective measures that should be taken. At present the number of wild pangolin in China is es-
timated to be somewhere between 50 000 and 100 000.Although China’s pangolin resource has
decreased greatly, the annual domestic demand has reached as high as 200 000.The contradic-
tion between supply and demand is very sharp.It is argued that the decline of pangolin resources
is mostly due to overexploitation, habitat destruction, alien species” intrusion, and genetic dete-

rioration.Measures should be taken to protect pangolin primitive habitat (on-site conservation),es-
tablish natural reserves for pangolin carry out research on domesticating techniques, search ac-
tively for the substitutes for pangolin in medical uses.The purposes are to relieve the pressure on
natural resource, reconcile the conflict between conservation and utilization, and prepare for off-
site conservation.lt is suggested that conditions be created to study the technology for the protec-
tion of pangolin in vitro.

Key words: pangolin(Manis spp.); resource status; conservation strategy



